
	

	
	
	

Celebrating Joe and Tony Kompardo’s Legacy in 
Portage 
 
Novemeber 12, 2015 
 
PORTAGE — The Joe and Tony Kompardo Portage 
Volunteer Fire and Ambulance Scholarship Fund is a 
scholarship for members of the Portage Volunteer 
Fire Company (PVFC) and Portage Area Ambulance 
Association (PAAA) who are looking to pursue higher 
education. The fund was named in memory of twin 
brothers Joseph S. and Anthony W. Kompardo. 
 
The Kompardos have left an honorable legacy in the 
Portage community; Joe, Tony, and their father all 
served the PVFC. 
 
Their dedication to the PVFC was so evident, many joke they were married to it. Fire prevention 
and fire safety were among their top priorities and they took time to educate students in the 
community. The brothers were both fire chiefs during their decades of membership. 
 
The fund was started by Joe and Tony’s sister, Agnes Kompardo. “I asked myself, ‘What can I do 
to honor my brothers?’ They were good men and this is my way to thank them,” said Agnes, who 
wanted to commemorate her brothers while continuing their legacy in the community. 
 
This fund will give PVFC members and PAAA employees an opportunity to pursue higher education 
and explore more career paths. To qualify for this scholarship, an applicant must have at least two 
years of active service or lifetime membership and/or two years of employment and looking to 
pursue higher education. 
 
The Joe and Tony Kompardo Portage Volunteer Fire and Ambulance Scholarship Fund is one of 
dozens of scholarship funds at the Community Foundation. For 25 years, the Community 
Foundation has been connecting donors with the causes that matter most to them. Those who are 
interested in establishing a fund to support their passion can contact Nancy Marley at the 
Community Foundation (814-536-7741) or visit our Funds page for more information. 
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A Cut Above 
 
December 22, 2015 
 
ROCKWOOD — Rockwood Area School District’s 
superintendent, Mark Bower, and Engineering and 
Technology teacher, Joseph Kush, recently invited the 
Foundation and local business owners to tour the school’s 
Tech Ed department and STEM labs to check out all that the 
department has to offer. Students work with high-tech 
equipment on a variety of projects that include coding, 
laser-cutting, 3D printing, and welding. Most importantly, 
students develop skills in problem solving, design, and 
group work. 
 
Last fall, the Foundation awarded Rockwood Area High 
School a grant to support the purchase of second table saw for its STEM program. Rockwood’s 
Engineering and Technology courses serve about 220 students in grades 7-12, with more than 100 
students using the table saw on a typical day. With only one table saw, students previously lost 
precious work time while waiting for their turn at the saw. The new table saw has nearly doubled 
productivity and ensures accurate, comfortable, and safe work. 
 
“If our lab was a human body, the table saw is the heart,” said Kush. “Nearly all materials, no 
matter what the project is, must be cut to a specific width.” 
The grant request was not only for a new table saw, but a safe one. 
 
“The SawStop table saw is the safest table saw available for student use. It uses technology that is 
comparable to a touch lamp. If a finger happens to come into contact with the blade, a brake 
stops the spinning blade,” Kush explained, holding up a used blade and its worn brake pad to 
show how the SawStop table saw has already prevented injury. 
 
With the addition of new machines and tools, Rockwood’s STEM program is preparing its students 
with skills and experience to meet the demands of local industry. Local business owners 
commended Kush for instilling the skills of teamwork and design, and for his dedication to the 
program is he looks toward continued growth. 
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